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KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey 

Foundation, is a national and state-by-state effort 

to track the status of children in the United States. 

By providing policymakers and citizens with 

benchmarks of child well-being, KIDS COUNT 

seeks to enrich local, state, and national discus-

sions concerning ways to secure better futures for 

all children. At the national level, the principal 

activity of the initiative is the publication of the 

annual KIDS COUNT Data Book, which uses  

the best available data to measure the education-

al, social, economic, and physical well-being of 

children. The Foundation also funds a nationwide 

network of state-level KIDS COUNT projects  

that provide a more detailed, community-by- 

community picture of the condition of children.

The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private  

charitable organization dedicated to helping 

build better futures for disadvantaged children in 

the United States. It was established in 1948 by 

Jim Casey, one of the founders of UPS, and his 

siblings, who named the Foundation in honor of 

their mother. The primary mission of the Founda

tion is to foster public policies, human-service 

reforms, and community supports that more 

effectively meet the needs of today’s vulnerable 

children and families. In pursuit of this goal, the 

Foundation makes grants that help states, cities, 

and communities fashion more innovative, cost-

effective responses to these needs.
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Percent low- 
birthweight babies: 2003

Infant mortality rate  
(deaths per 1,000 live  

births): 2003

Child death rate  
(deaths per 100,000 children 

ages 1–14): 2003

Teen death rate 
(deaths per 100,000  

teens ages 15–19): 2003

Teen birth rate  
(births per 1,000 females  

ages 15–19): 2003

Percent of teens who  
are high school dropouts  

(ages 16–19): 2004

Percent of teens not attending 
school and not working  

(ages 16–19): 2004

Percent of children living  
in families where no parent  
has full-time, year-round 

employment: 2004

Percent of children  
in poverty: 2004
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